
 

 

 
 
 

NSLDS User 
Documentation 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Deliverable 010 
 
 

March 31, 2004 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NSLDS User 
Documentation 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Deliverable 010 
 
 
 
 

March 31, 2004 



 

 

Change Log 
 
 

Version Date Sections Pages 
 
Semiannual Delivery 
Infoman 401815 

 
March 31, 2004 

 
What’s New with NSLDS 
3.2, Logon 
4.2.3, Contact Us 
5.2, Loan History 
5.6, Overpayment History 
5.7, Pell Grant History 
8.2.1, Report Parameters 
10.2, Entity/Attribute Table 
10.3, Table Relationships and Keys 
 

 
Rewritten 
3–4 
4–7 
5–3 
5–133 
5–146 
8–8 
10–31 
10–110 

 
Semiannual Delivery 
Infoman 373764 

 
September 30, 2003 

 
What’s New with NSLDS 
2.1.1.2, User ID for Non-ED Users 
2.1.1.3.4, Requesting a Password Reset 
5.2, Loan History 
5.6.2, Overpayment Add and Student Add 
7.7, School Profile 
8.5.1, Extract File Layouts 
10.1, Database Overview 
10.2, Entity/Attribute Table 
10.3, Table Relationships and Keys 
10.4, Query Index List 
10.5, Codes and IDs 
 

 
Rewritten 
2–3 
2–5 
5–17 
5–141 
7–27 
8–21 
10–1 
10–20 
10–110 
10–195 
15–1 

 
Semiannual Delivery 
Infoman 327226 

 
February 28, 2003 

 
Reorganization of Chapters 

  What’s New with NSLDS 
1.0, Overview 
2.0, Security and System Management 
4.0, Web Access–Menu 
5.0, Web Access–Financial Aid 
7.0, Web Access–Organization 
8.0, Web Access–Reporting 
10.2, Entity/Attribute Table 
 

Rewritten 
1–1 
2–1 
4–1 
5–1 
7–1 
8–1 
10–20 

 
Semiannual Delivery 
Infoman 283017 

 
April 5, 2002 

 
What’s New 
1.0, Overview 
3.0, Web Access 
4.5, Entity/Attribute Table 
4.6, Table Relationships and Keys 
4.7, Query Index List 
6.0, Reports and Extracts 
10.0, Codes and IDs 
 

 
Rewritten 
1–1 
3–1 
4–40 
4–126 
4–210 
6–1 
10–1 



 

 

Version Date Sections Pages 
 
Semiannual Delivery 
Infoman 253680 
 

 
September 28, 2001 

 
3.0, Web Access 
4.5, Entity/Attribute Table 
6.0, Reports and Extracts 
10.0, Codes and IDs 
 

 
Rewritten 
4-40–4-96 
6-1, 6-12 
10-1–10-20 
 

 
Work Package 241253 
Changes 
Infoman 243594 
 

 
August 15, 2001 
 

 
4.4.7, System Hierarchy 
 
4.5, Entity/Attribute Table 
 

 
4-29–4-30, 
4-34 
4-46 
 

 
Semiannual Delivery 
Infoman 235879 
 

 
January 25, 2001 

 
2.1.1.1, Organization Application Process for 

NSLDS Access 
2.1.1.2, User ID for ED Users 
2.1.1.3, User ID for Non-ED Users 
3.4.6, Student Access Interface 
4.5, Entity/Attribute Table 
4.6, Table Relationships and Keys 
4.7, Query Index List 
6.1, Report and Extract Descriptions 
6.3, Extract File Layouts 
7.3.1, Setting up the Print Facility 
7.3.2, Using the Print Option 
10.0, Codes and IDs 
 

 
 
2-2–2-3 
2-3 
2-4 
3-26 
4-38–4-40 
4-41–4-97 
4-98–4-189 
6-1 
6-12–6-22 
7-21–7-23 
7-24–7-26 
10-7–10-8 
 

 
Work Package 197672 
Changes 
Infoman 217881 
 

 
November 30, 2000 
 

 
4.5, Entity/Attribute Table 
 

 
4-66 
4-67 
4-68 
4-77 
 

New Web Version  
Semiannual Delivery 
Infoman 207455 
 
 

 
June 1, 2000 

Chapter 1, Overview 
Chapter 2, Security 
Chapter 3, Web Access 
Chapter 4, TSO and Database Research and Ad 

Hoc Queries 
Chapter 5, Query Management Facility 
Chapter 6, Reports and Extracts 
Chapter 7, Download 
Chapter 8, Report Management and Distribution 

System 
Chapter 9, Acronyms 
Chapter 10, Codes and Ids 
 

New 
Rewritten 
New 
Was Ch.15 
 
Was Ch.16 
Was Ch.7 
Was Ch.17 
Was Ch.18 
 
Rewritten 
Was Ch.21 
 

  Old CICS Version 
  Chapter 1, Introduction 

Chapter 2, Getting Started 
Chapter 3, Security and System Management 
Chapter 4, Overview 

Now Ch. 1 
Now Ch. 
2,3 
Now Ch. 2 



 

 

Version Date Sections Pages 
Chapter 5, Aggregate Inquiry 
Chapter 6, Default Rate Calculation 
Chapter 7, Reports and Extracts 
Chapter 8, Borrower Tracking 
Chapter 9, Financial Aid Transcript 
Chapter 10, Student Status Confirmation Report 
Chapter 11, Aid Overpayment 
Chapter 12, Organization Contact 
Chapter 13, Credit Reform Act Support 
Chapter 14, Aggregate Data Dictionary 
Chapter 15, Database Research and Ad Hoc 

Queries 
Chapter 16, Query Management Facility 
Chapter 17, Download 
Chapter 18, Report Management and Distribution 

System 
Chapter 19, Acronyms and Terms 
Chapter 20, System Error Messages 
Chapter 21, Codes and IDs 
 

Now Ch. 1 
Removed 
Now Ch. 3 
Now Ch. 7 
Now Ch. 3 
Now Ch. 3 
Now Ch. 3 
Now Ch. 3 
Now Ch. 3 
Now Ch. 3 
Removed 
Now Ch. 4 
 
Now Ch. 5 
Now Ch. 7 
Now Ch. 8 
 
Now Ch. 9 
Removed 
Now Ch. 10 
 

 
Work Package 165589 
Changes 
Infoman 178695 
 

 
August 13, 1999 

 
4.3.1, Internal Data Sources 
4.3.2, External Data Sources 
15.1.7, System Hierarchy 
15.2, Entity/Attribute Table 
19.0, Acronyms and Terms 
20.0, System Error Messages 
21.0, Codes and IDs 
 

 
4-4 
4-5 
15-17 
15-56, 57 
19-9 
20-26 
21-8 

 
Semiannual Delivery 
Infoman 180598 

 
May 28, 1999 

 
3.1.1.2, User ID for ED Users 
3.1.1.4, Passwords 
3.3.2, Operating Procedures 
4.0, Attachment 1, Data Model Diagram by 
Subject Area, is now 15.0, Appendix A, Data 
Model Diagram by Subject Area. 
4.0, Attachment 2, Entity-Attribute List, removed. 
4.4.1, Prescreening for Title IV Aid Eligibility 
4.5, System Hierarchy 
4.5, System Hierarchy, is now 15.1.7, System 
Hierarchy. 
4.6, Data Model, is now 15.1.8, Data Model. 
7.1, Introduction to Reports and Extracts 
7.3.1, On-Request Reports and Extracts 
9.3, Revised all FAT record layouts 
12.2.6.2, Search by Name 
12.2.6.3, Starting a New Search 
17.0, Platinum Report Facility, has been removed. 
20.0, System Error Messages 
21.0, Codes and IDs 
 

 
3-3 
3-5 
3-11 
 
 
 
 
4-8 
4-25 
 
 
 
7-2 
7-9 
9-23–9-48 
12-29, 31 
12-33 
 
Regenerated 
entire file 
22-28 

 



 

 

Executive Summary 
 
 
The NSLDS User Documentation (Deliverable 010) contains instructions on how to use the Web 
to perform the full range of NSLDS functions. The User Documentation’s individual chapters 
contain the following material: 
 
 
• Chapter 1, Overview—Discusses the NSLDS system architecture and logical data model, 

and summarizes each Title IV aid function performed by NSLDS. 
 
• Chapter 2, Security and Systems Management—Discusses user and system security, 

resource management, and customer support resources. 
 
• Chapter 3, Logon—Gives step-by-step logon instructions to the NSLDSFAP Web site. 
 
• Chapter 4, Menu—Explains the Menu Web site capabilities, which include the areas 

devoted to Messages for the user community, Financial Aid, and Enrollment. It also includes 
help-related links and icons, which are used throughout the site for quick and easy 
information and for navigation tools. 

 
• Chapter 5, Financial Aid—Gives step-by-step instructions to the Financial Aid pages of the 

Web site. 
 
• Chapter 6, Enrollment—Gives step-by-step instructions to the Enrollment pages of the 

Web site. 
 
• Chapter 7, Organization—Gives step-by-step instructions to the Organization pages of the 

Web site. 
 
• Chapter 8, Reporting—Gives step-by-step instructions to the Reporting pages of the Web 

site. 
 
• Chapter 9, Transfer Student Monitoring—Gives step-by-step instructions to the Transfer 

Student Monitoring pages of the Web site. 
 
• Chapter 10, NSLDS Database Tables—Gives a brief explanation of Relational Database 

terms. Lists the database entities and their attributes that can be viewed by an ED user, the 
primary and foreign keys that connect attributes in different tables, and the indexes that allow 
the construction of efficient queries. 

 
• Chapter 11, QMF—Explains how to use the Query Maintenance Facility, an ad hoc query 

tool, to select, sort, group, and report NSLDS data. 
 



 

 

• Chapter 12, Download—Explains how to download a data file from the NSLDS mainframe 
to an individual PC or workstation. 

 
• Chapter 13, RMDS—Explains how to use the Report Management Distribution System to 

view reports before routing them to a final destination. 
 
• Chapter 14, Acronyms & Terms—Lists NSLDS acronyms and definitions. 
 
• Chapter 15, Codes and IDs—Lists NSLDS codes and IDs, including Validation Translation 

table and lookup IDs, loan types, deferment types, and codes for guaranty agencies. 
 



 

 

What’s New with NSLDS 
 

This section lists important changes in the NSLDS since the last release of the User 
Documentation. 
 
The changes for this version of the User Documentation include the following: 
 
• Chapter 3, Web Access—Logon 

− Section 3.2, Logon—Changed e-mail to new contractor’s address. 
 
• Chapter 4, Web Access—Menu 

− Section 4.2.3, Contact Us—Changed e-mail to new contractor’s address. 
 
• Chapter 5, Web Access—Financial Aid 

− Section 5.2, Loan History—Added new icon definitions. 
− Section 5.6, Overpayment History—Added new icon definitions. 
− Section 5.7, Pell Grant History—Added new icon definitions. 

 
• Chapter 8, Web Access—Reporting 

− Section 8.2.1, Report Parameters—Changed e-mail to new contractor’s address. 
 



 

 

• Chapter 10, NSLDS Database Tables 
 

− Section 10.2, Entity/Attribute Table—The table includes the following changes: 
 

Attribute Changes 
Entity Name Attributes Added Attributes Deleted 

GA_SUM FEE_RT  
SCH_DEM CPS_TRAN_DATA_TYPE  
 CPS_TRAN_SRC_CODE  
  CPS_RCD_TYPE 
 FATH_DOB  
 FATH_FST_INIT  
 FATH_SSN_MTCH_IND  
 MOTH_DOB  
 MOTH_FST_INIT  
 MOTH_SSN_MATCH_IND  

 
 

− Section 10.3, Table Relationships and Keys—The table includes the following changes: 
 

Parent Table Primary Key Dependent Table Foreign Key 
AGG_DESC_DET DESC_ID GA_SUM AGG_DESC_ID 
 ID  AGG_DESC_DET_I

D 
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